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From: Monkelbaan, Cynthia buffalo.edu]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 3:50 PM 
To: Knope, Sharon (USANYW); 'basile.michael@epa.gov' 
Subject: Tonawanda Coke Plant 
 
Hi ! My name is Cynthia Monkelbaan and my family have been residents of the City of Tonawanda 
located behind Veteran’s park since 1984.  I have always loved our neighborhood and felt very fortunate 
at a young age to own a house at all!!  I remember the smell in the beginning of our home 
ownership  being outside with my little kids and even to this day when I take a walk outside I can still 
smell chemicals in the air and also numerous times have wiped black soot from my outdoor furniture. I 
don’t know why I didn’t put 2+2 together!! Also I grew up in Kenmore/Town of Tonawanda area.   
 
Our first very tragic event in 1979 was that my 17 yr. old sister, Kathy, died of Rhabdomyasarcoma a 
terrible rare cancer originating in the bone marrow. It drove my parents crazy trying to figure out how 
their daughter at this age gets that disease??   
 
Fast forward 30 yrs. later …to 2009, my dad, Robert,  is diagnosed with Large B- Cell Lymphoma also 
originating in the bone marrow and having lived in Kenmore all his life, no wonder…he is currently in 
remission after a long, hard chemo regimen.   
 
This past March 2013, my oldest son, Jason, 33 yrs. old was diagnosed with a type of Multiple Myeloma- 
bone marrow origin called Plasmacytoma ( which I see another one of our neighbors has )and he is still 
battling.  I think we’ve had enough cancer in our family… And we are sandwiched between Tonawanda 
Coke Plant and Spaulding Fibre ….Time to get to the bottom of this.  How much does our family need to 
suffer?? 
 
Also, when thinking about my neighborhood, there has been many residents that have died from 
various types of cancer. 
What can I do as a citizen to make sure this company is held responsible??  Yet the DEC and EPA say 
they cannot confirm a causal link?? Really??? 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Cynthia Monkelbaan 
Administrative Assistant 
University @ Buffalo 
University Communications 
519 Capen Hall 
Buffalo, NY  14260-7015 
(716)645-4093-phone 
(716)645-5966-fax 

@buffalo.edu 
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